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*****The city was coming alive with the joy of Christmas. Decorations were being hung. People were bustling from store to store in search of that
perfect gift that would clearly express how much they cared for someone special in their lives. The holiday season is a time of joy and togetherness
for most. For some however it can be a lonely reminder of how life has left them with very little to celebrate. However when the light fades from the
city and the Christmas lights are glittering against the muddy slush of melting snow, the city still belongs to the lonely. In the shadows of night the
holiday season cannot hide the truth about life. Not everyone is full of happiness. Couples squabble after having too many drinks. People struggling
just to pay the bills trudging through the snow after working double shifts. One woman in particular is faced with the absence of family and loved
ones. Annie was happy to be free of an abusive marriage, but it was still hard to see the season filling the city around her, without it inspiring any
warmth in her own heart. She was ready to celebrate yet another Christmas all alone in her small untidy apartment. Annie did not bother to keep it
neat as she never had visitors. She did not hang decorations because they would only be for her to see. There was no extra money for such
frivolities, anyway. Annie s life was full of struggle, but it was a struggle she was comfortable with. If she ever got lost in feeling sorry for herself, she
would remind herself of how much worse it could be. In Annie s experience...
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