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**xxx Over the last century, Americans have experienced unprecedented advances in health care. Average life expectancy has increased by nearly 30
years, and as a nation, we are enjoying healthier and more productive lives. We are moving closer every day in our quest to find new treatments
and cures for diseases that affect millions of Americans. Much of this progress is due to the advances that have emerged from our investments in
health care research. These investments have led to a strong foundation of scientific evidence that has been accumulated over time from many
sources. These include basic science carried out in laboratories, clinical trials underway in hospitals and other health care settings, and health
services research that is conducted by investigators in both clinical and nonclinical settings. As a result, the health care we receive today may be the
most technologically sophisticated and highest quality care in the world. However, as we move ahead in this new century, it has become apparent
that the care known to be effective is not always the care we receive. Indeed, all too often health care causes harm. One recent report concluded
that tens of thousands die each year from errors in their care. Indeed, medical errors could be among the top 10 causes of death in the United
States. Today, we are experiencing an unprecedented volume and pace of change in the U.S. health care system. These changes are not occurring
uniformly across the country, and they affect different population groups in different ways. While medical science and technology continue to
provide promising advances, our health care system often struggles to keep up and deliver those advances to patients in the...
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